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Abstract:

The rapid evolution of Al-driven algorithms has decentralized religious authority,
leaving moderate Islamic narratives vulnerable to digital extremism and
censorship. This study addresses the primary problem of modeling an Islamically-
grounded communication strategy adaptive to algorithms to build ideological
resilience and Palestinian solidarity. Using the Integrative Synthesis method, this
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framework. This framework synthesizes Islamic ethics, specifically hikmah and
wasathiyyah, with modern technical competence. This study concludes that media
sovereignty for the ummah is achieved by transforming from objects to subjects of
algorithms. By integrating technological mastery with prophetic communication,
Muslims can effectively neutralize digital radicalization and sustain global advocacy
for international justice, ensuring that moderate identities remain resilient and
dominant within the competitive digital public sphere.
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Introduction

The rapid evolution of digital technology has fundamentally restructured human
communication, where the efficacy of da’'wah increasingly depends on navigating
complex Al-driven algorithms (Rofig & Samsuriyanto, 2026). This shift has
decentralized religious authority; it is no longer the exclusive domain of formal
institutions but is produced by diverse actors within fluid digital spaces (Castells, 2013).
In the context of international relations, specifically the humanitarian crisis in Palestine,
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digital media serves as a critical bridge for voicing human rights (Samsuriyanto et al.,
2021). However, this space is contested by extremist groups who exploit digital
characteristics to simplify religious messages into rigid moral dichotomies (Berger,
2016). This extremism arises from the interaction between exclusive ideologies and
digital ecosystems that facilitate absolute narratives (Schmid, 2013), leaving moderation
to struggle against provocative narratives within algorithmic echo chambers (Sunstein,
2018).

Existing scholarship has explored digital religion (Hoover, 2006) and Palestinian
solidarity activism (Samsuriyanto et al., 2021). Recent studies have begun to examine
“algorithmic power” as a force that transforms digital activism into “algorithmic
resistance” (Treré, 2018). Furthermore, the emergence of a “visibility economy” and
“emotional algorithms” has forced social movements to redesign their mobilization
strategies (Oztemel, 2025). Contemporary activists also face a significant “authenticity
burden” as they struggle to adapt to frequent platform changes, such as on Instagram,
which often impacts their reach and engagement (De & Cotter, 2025). While these
literatures provide broad insights, a sharp gap remains: previous studies fail to explain
how moderate actors can adapt technically without sacrificing theological-normative
values. Most current literature focuses on the content of activism or secular socio-
political aspects, yet lacks an analysis of the technological constraints that force Islamic
actors to modify their rhetoric within digital “attention economies.”

This study provides a theoretical and methodological contribution by filling this
gap. The scientific novelty lies in the formulation of the “Hybrid Authority” model and
the “Algorithmic-Adaptive” framework, which specifically synthesizes Islamic
communication ethics—the principles of hikmah and mau’izah hasanah (Ibn Kathir,
1999)—with modern platform logic (Altheide, 2016). Unlike Western research that views
algorithmic adaptation as a purely technical tactic (Treré, 2018; De & Cotter, 2025), this
research positions technology as a strategic partner in da'wah rooted in wasathiyyah
(moderation) methodology to balance text and reality (Al-Qaradawi, 2010).

Based on this background, the primary research problem is how to model an
Islamically-based communication strategy that is adaptive to AI algorithms to build
ideological resilience and Palestinian solidarity. This study hypothesizes that integrating
algorithmic literacy with moderation values can neutralize digital radicalization (Conway
et al., 2020; Braddock & Horgan, 2016). Therefore, the primary objective of this article is
to formulate a systemic and Islamically-grounded communication strategy model that is
adaptive to algorithms, ensuring the media sovereignty of the ummah and the sustained
global advocacy for international justice (Campbell, 2013).

Methods

This research is a literature review using the Integrative Synthesis method. This
method aims to reconcile normative religious concepts with digital communication
technology theories through three pillars of data relationships:
Framework Analysis

Using data on Ideological Resilience and Palestinian Solidarity as an instrument
to examine the intersection between Islamic communication ethics (Tabligh & Hikmah)
and digital platform logic (algorithms and mediatization).

Theme Categorization (Taxonomy)
Reducing data on Islamic Communication Strategies in Countering Digital
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Extremism into six operational strategy taxonomies: media industry management,
virtual moderate da'wah, persuasive public speaking, wasathiyyah narrative, digital &
algorithmic literacy, and community empowerment.

Theoretical Synthesis (Triangulation)

Theoretical Synthesis (Triangulation): Integrating Strategic Communication
Models and Policy Implications data to bring together all literature findings into 4 major
models (Systemic, Alternative Narratives, Hybrid Authority, and Algorithmic Literacy).

Input: A collection of literature on Siyasah Shar‘iyyah (Islamic Studies), media
management, and digital communication theory.

Selection: Focus on the issue of Palestinian Solidarity as an instrument for
testing ideological resilience.

Analysis: Analyzing the adaptation of religious normative principles to
platform algorithmic mechanisms.

Categorization: Grouping data into six taxonomies of operational strategies.

Synthesis: Integrating findings into four major models and formulating
Hybrid Authority.

Output: Construction of a theory of media sovereignty and the digital
ideological resilience of Muslims.

Figure 1. Research Flowchart

Results
Ideological Resilience and Palestinian Solidarity: Islamic Communication and Digital
Media Perspectives

The systematic analysis of ideological resilience in the digital era reveals a
fundamental paradigm shift from linear broadcasting toward interactive networked
communication. This transition, as observed in the current digital ecosystem, indicates
that the strategy for Palestinian solidarity is no longer static but highly dynamic (Van
Dijck, 2013). Within this framework, religious authority is socially negotiated through
content sharing and curation practices, rather than being held by a single entity. The
data suggest that this negotiated authority allows the ummabh to build a collective digital
defense, ensuring that the narrative of solidarity remains resilient against external
pressures (Campbell, 2013).

At its core, this ideological resilience is rooted in prophetic communication
principles that prioritize tabligh (conveying) and hikmah (wisdom). The research
findings demonstrate that these principles are deployed systematically to shield the
ummah from mafsadah (social harm) or digital misinformation (Al-Ghazali, n.d.). This
normative approach is further strengthened by rational dialogue, which serves as a
primary tool in delivering messages of justice. By framing Palestinian independence as a
fundamental right through these prophetic lenses, the communication strategy becomes
a robust instrument for advocating global justice (Al-Zuhayli, 2009).

Operationally, the study identifies a “cultural-transformative da’wah” strategy
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that integrates historical narratives and cultural symbols. This approach is found to be
highly effective in touching broad public empathy and countering digital extremism. By
transforming these symbols into digital content, the movement successfully classifies
opposition to Palestinian independence as a form of digital extremism. This thematic
categorization of content allows the narrative of solidarity to transcend religious
boundaries and gain wider international support, effectively utilizing cultural soft power
(Rofiq, 2025).

The mediatization of religion plays a crucial role in how these messages are
disseminated and received. Islamic broadcasting has adapted to platform demands
where religious messages undergo a strategic simplification to remain relevant in fast-
paced digital environments (Hjarvard, 2008). Systematic observation indicates that this
adaptation requires a meticulous alignment between message design and audience
mapping. Without such a strategic design, normative goals of solidarity risk being
drowned out by biased information flows and competing digital agendas (Hallahan et al.,
2007).

Finally, the study highlights the role of algorithms as non-human actors that
significantly dictate content visibility and narrative dominance. The behavior of these
algorithms determines whether Palestinian solidarity remains a dominant discourse or is
suppressed in the digital public sphere (Latour, 2005). The findings emphasize that the
use of digital media by authoritative figures to disseminate inclusive interpretations is a
legitimate instrument of social influence. This ensures that pro-Palestinian narratives
can effectively dampen the infiltration of extremist ideologies and maintain their
presence in cyberspace (Samsuriyanto et al., 2025).

Islamic Communication Strategy in Countering Digital Extremism

The first strategy focuses on managing the Islamic media industry
environment to create a healthy narrative. Islamic media policies must be able to
adapt to the dynamics of global situations to build the ideological resilience of the
ummah (Samsuriyanto, 2018). In the algorithmic era, the regulation of media
business activities must be directed toward supporting humanitarian issues and
peace.

The second strategy is the implementation of moderate da’'wah
(proclamation) through virtual media to spread values of harmony and solidarity.
Through digital media, the values of rahmatan lil ‘alamin (mercy to all creation) are
promoted to create social harmony and strengthen empathy for those in need
(Muhid & Samsuriyanto, 2018). This effort is crucial in building ideological
resilience amidst various digital polarizations.

The third strategy uses a persuasive and heartfelt public speaking approach
as an instrument of da'wah communication. A straightforward yet polite speaking
style is capable of attracting the audience's attention and internalizing an
understanding of the importance of justice and human rights (Rofiq, 2024). With
the right communication techniques, Muslims can be equipped with ideological
resilience to counter the influence of negative narratives in digital spaces.

The fourth strategy is the assertion of wasathiyyah (moderate) narratives as
a balance to radical discourse in the digital public sphere. Moderate narratives must
encompass values of justice and defense for the oppressed, as per the fundamental
principles in Islam (Al-Qaradawi, 2010). The ideological resilience of the ummah is
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built by prioritizing constructive dialogue and rejecting all forms of extremism.

The fifth strategy combines digital literacy with algorithmic literacy to
penetrate information filters on social media. Individuals with good digital literacy
will possess ideological resilience, ensuring they are not easily exposed to the
propaganda of digital extremism actors (Bartlett & Miller, 2012). Mastery of
algorithmic systems is vital so that positive messages have high visibility and are not
drowned out by negative narratives (Gillespie, 2018).

The sixth strategy is the empowerment of digital communities as a collective
social fortress in facing the infiltration of radical ideologies. Community-based
approaches have proven more effective in preventing extremism compared to purely
instructional approaches (Aly et al., 2014). By building strong social cohesion,
Muslims can collectively reject the spread of radical ideologies to maintain
ideological resilience and human dignity sustainably (Aly et al., 2014).

Table 1. Islamic Communication Strategies Against Digital Extremism

Strategy Type Key Objectives & Methods Core References
Media Industry Adapting media policies to global Samsuriyanto (2018)
Management dynamics to build ideological

resilience and support peace.
Virtual Moderate =~ Promoting rahmatan lil ‘alamin and Muhid & Samsuriyanto
Da’wah solidarity to counter digital (2018)

polarization.
Persuasive Public  Using polite and heartfelt Rofiq (2024)

Speaking communication to internalize justice

and human rights values.
Wasathiyyah Asserting moderate discourse and Al-Qaradawi (2010)
Narrative constructive dialogue as a balance to

radicalism.
Digital & Mastering algorithms to increase Bartlett & Miller
Algorithmic visibility of positive content and (2012); Gillespie (2018)
Literacy resist propaganda.
Community Building collective social cohesion as  Aly et al. (2014)
Empowerment a fortress against radical ideology

infiltration.

Source: Data processed by the authors, 2026

Strategic Communication Models and Policy Implications
Islamic Strategic Communication Model (Systemic-Integrated)

The first model positions Islamic communication as a strategic system operating
through message design, audience segmentation, platform selection, and continuous
evaluation. This approach emphasizes the importance of contextual awareness,
ideological goals, and power relations in message distribution (Argenti, 2016).
Through this model, Muslims can build ideological resilience via a multidimensional
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social construction of da’wah to face the complexities of the digital era (Rofiq, 2011).

Normatively, this systemic model is rooted in the concept of siyasah shar‘iyyah,
which demands the role of public authority in maintaining the general welfare and
preventing social harm. Public policy must be directed toward the protection of
religion and social stability proportionally, in accordance with the demands of the
times (Al-Mawardi, 2000). The ideological resilience of the ummah becomes the
primary goal in shielding society from the infiltration of narratives brought by digital
extremist actors who oppose Palestinian independence.

Alternative Narrative Model

The second model focuses on designing alternative narratives that do not merely
refute extremist ideologies but offer a positive world vision of Islam as a religion of
mercy (rahmah). In counter-extremism studies, offering a new framework of meaning
is far more effective than simply denying radical discourse (Vidino & Hughes, 2015).
These narratives must be based on Quranic and Hadith motivations that command
the ummah to always respect and defend the rights of others (Wahyuddin et al.,
2023).

The ideological resilience of the ummah is built through cognitive and ethical
capacities in interpreting Islamic teachings critically to protect intellect and religion
(hifz al-‘agl and hifz al-din) from distortion (Al-Raysuni, 2006). Within this
framework, groups opposing Palestinian independence are explicitly identified as
digital extremist actors because they contradict the Islamic principle of justice.
Therefore, communication policies must prioritize the dissemination of solidarity
narratives as an ideological shield for the ummabh.

Hybrid Communication Authority Model

The third model emphasizes the importance of involving religious figures and
digital influencers who possess both moral credibility and technical competence in
social media. The effectiveness of da’wah today relies heavily on the ability of
authority figures to combine religious legitimacy with active interaction among cross-
generational audiences (Campbell & Vitullo, 2016). These skills include mastering
khutbah (sermon) techniques and persuasive message delivery in the digital space
(Samsuriyanto, 2016).

Furthermore, ideological resilience can be strengthened by emulating national
figures who have displayed strong integrity and national commitment since their
youth (Samsuriyanto et al., 2025). Through moderate da'wah in the virtual world,
these figures are able to spread wasathiyyah (moderation) values to counter extreme
narratives (Samsuriyanto, 2018). This hybrid authority model ensures that
Palestinian solidarity remains a mainstream element in the digital consciousness of
the Muslim ummabh.

Algorithmic Literacy Model

The fourth model recognizes platform algorithms as strategic variables that
determine the reach of da’'wah and solidarity narratives. Moderate da’'wah actors
must possess algorithmic literacy to optimize the distribution of peaceful narratives
and penetrate the logic of virality used by destructive discourses (Gillespie, 2018).
This policy demands that Muslims be technologically savvy to ensure that messages
of Palestinian independence are not drowned out by information manipulation.
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At the public policy level, continuous dialogue is required between the
government and digital platforms to guarantee a fair media ecosystem that is not
discriminatory toward humanitarian narratives (Van Dijck et al., 2018). This
algorithmic literacy leads to the formation of independent ideological resilience,
where the ummabh is able to recognize and reject content from digital extremist actors
who are anti-Palestine. With this mastery of technology, Palestinian solidarity can be
continuously built in a systematic and massive manner.

Table 2. Strategic Communication Models and Ideological Resilience

Model Type Key Focus & Primary Objectives Core References
Mechanism
Systemic- Message design, To build ideological Argenti (2016);
Integrated  audience segmentation, resilience through Rofiq (2011); Al-
and platform siyasah  shariyyah Mawardi (2000)
evaluation. and protect public
welfare.

Alternative  Constructing  positive Protecting hifz al-‘agl Vidino & Hughes
Narrative visions of Islam & hifz al-din from (2015); Wahyuddin
(Rahmat) rather than digital extremism and et al. (2023); Al-

just refuting radicalism. injustice. Raysuni (2006)
Hybrid Combining religious Promoting Campbell & Vitullo
Authority legitimacy with digital wasathiyyah values (2016);

influencer technical and maintaining Samsuriyanto

skills. Palestinian solidarity (2016, 2018, 2025)

as mainstream.

Algorithmic Mastering platform Ensuring Gillespie  (2018);
Literacy algorithms and humanitarian/Palesti Van Dijck et al.
government-platform nian narratives (2018)
dialogue. survive digital

manipulation/algorith
ms.

Source: Data processed by the authors, 2026

Discussion
Theory Construction: Media Sovereignty and Digital Ideological Resilience

Based on the integrative synthesis conducted, this study formulates the theory
of Media Sovereignty and Ideological Resilience as a strategic guide for Muslims in
the digital era:
Media Sovereignty: Transformation from Object to Subject of Algorithms

Media sovereignty for Muslims today is determined by their ability to navigate
Platform Logic (Altheide, 2016). An analysis of Palestine Solidarity found that
humanitarian narratives can only survive if the Muslim community possesses
Algorithmic Literacy to overcome digital censorship and bias (Gillespie, 2018). This
sovereignty is not merely about mastering tools, but rather the implementation of a
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Systemic-Integrated Model based on the principles of Siyasah Shar‘iyyah—where
public authorities are responsible for safeguarding the public interest in information
and preventing social harm in cyberspace (Al-Mawardi, 2000).

Ideological Resilience: Building a Fortress through Hybrid Authority

The ummah's ideological resilience in the face of digital extremist infiltration
is achieved through the implementation of the 6 Taxonomies of Operational
Strategies, particularly through the Wasathiyyah narrative and community
empowerment. This strength stems from Hybrid Authority, a concept that combines
traditional religious legitimacy (Ibn Kathir, 1999) with Digital Visibility (Campbell,
2013). With this strategy, Muslims do not merely passively defend but proactively
offer an Alternative Narrative Model based on the value of Rahmah (Al-Qaradawn,
2010) to break down the polarization intentionally created in digital Echo Chambers
(Sunstein, 2018).

Strategic Guidance: Synthesis of Wisdom (Hikmah) and Technology

As a strategic guide, Muslims need to adopt Adaptive-Algorithmic
communication while upholding the principles of Wisdom (hikmah) (Al-Ghazalj,
n.d.). The integration of the Four Big Models (Systemic-Integrated, Alternative
Narrative, Hybrid Authority and Algorithmic Literacy) in this study provides a
roadmap for Muslims to remain relevant in the global opinion arena. By combining
deep normative values and technical expertise, Muslims can ensure that the values of
international justice remain mainstream amidst a competitive media ecosystem (Van

Dijck, 2013).

A Comparative Study of Adaptive-Algorithmic Islamic Communication Strategies
Epistemological Aspect (Theological-Normative)

In contrast to Treré (2018), De & Cotter (2025), and Oztemel (2025) which
are based on secular sociology, this study synthesizes classical Islamic texts (Al-
Mawardi, Ibn Kathir, Al-Ghazali) with modern digital theory.

Ontological Aspect (Ideological Resilience)

If the three researchers focus on the “visibility” and “existence” of the
movement, this research focuses on the resilience of the faith and ideology of the
community from the infiltration of extremism through the Wasathiyyah narrative.

Authority Aspect (Hybrid Authority)

While De & Cotter (2025) highlight the burden of authenticity on activists,
this study offers a Hybrid Authority solution—a blend of traditional religious
legitimacy (Campbell, 2013) with digital technical competence.

Islamic Political Aspect (Media Sovereignty)

In contrast to Treré (2018) who views algorithms as a tool of
repression/protest, this study builds a theory of Media Sovereignty rooted in the
principle of Siyasah Shar‘iyyah to safeguard the public information interest.

Table 3. Research Comparison

Dimension This Study Treré (2018) De & Cotter Oztemel
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(2025) (2025)
Main Ideological Algorithmic Activist Visibility
Focus Resilience &  Resistance & Adaptation & Economy &
Hybrid Media Authenticity Emotional
Authority. Infiltration. Burden. Algorithms.
Case Issue Palestinian Activism in Social Justice Digital Social
Solidarity &  Mexico & Spain.  Activists Movements
Islamic (Instagram). (General).
Communica-
tion.
Ultimate Media Maximizing Navigating Understandi
Goal Sovereignty  political protest metrics & ng the impact
based on visibility. maintaining of
Wasathiyyah authenticity. algorithmic
values. intervention.

Source: Data processed by the authors, 2026

Conclusion

This research demonstrates that mastery of digital communication technology
is crucial for building community resilience. The placement of Palestinian solidarity
as an instrument of ideological resilience serves as a central point for examining how
humanitarian narratives can persist amidst the global flow of information. These
findings demonstrate that successfully maintaining a moderate identity in cyberspace
depends heavily on the ability to navigate the logic of platform algorithms. The main
theoretical contribution of this research is the output stage (theory construction):
media sovereignty and digital ideological resilience. Through the implementation of
the four major models as a strategic guide, Muslims are guided to combine the
legitimacy of traditional values with technical competence. This approach offers a
new perspective on technology as a strategic partner for systematically voicing
international justice.

As a conceptual literature review, this research has limitations due to the lack
of direct empirical testing. The operationalization of the six taxonomies as digital
fortresses formulated remains theoretical, requiring field validation to measure the
effectiveness of message design against rapidly changing social media algorithm
fluctuations. Further research should utilize big data analysis to practically test the
effectiveness of this model across multiple platforms. Furthermore, the influence of
artificial intelligence in producing Islamic religious content presents a strategic
opportunity to strengthen the media sovereignty of the Muslim community and
protect society from the threat of more widespread digital radicalization in the future.
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